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Minutes of the Southern Association 


Concluding prayer, Br J. Frieze. unpurchased favor of heaven, that, witnessing the col- 
Ordination Service for Thursday Afternoon, core of a society, the erection and dedication of a 
house, and the settlement of a minister, they could al- 

Introductory prayer, Br H. Ballou, 2d. . 
., most adopt the language of Simeon, while holding the 
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pra: wig neon, pony ee er ¢ G ty ‘infant Jesus in his arms, and exclaim, O Lord, now lét 
x lees? ingieee e wes Ko ppreys , spiygsce tense spe ‘ thy servants depart in peace, for our eyes have seen 
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability | ’ J 
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OF UNIVERSALISTS, 


On Tuesday evening, December 10, 1822, the Min- | thy salvation. 
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isters composing the Southern Association of Universal- 
ists assembled according to adjournment at the house 
of Br. Francis O. Clark, in Brookfield, Mass. and open- 
ed the business of the Association by solemn and fer- 
vent prayer by Br. Jacob Frieze. 

They then chose Br Hosea Ballou of Boston, Mod- 
erator, and Br Richard Carrique, of Hartford, Clerk. 

Voted that Brs J. Flagg, J. Bisbe, and H. Ballou, 2d. 
be acommittee to receive requests for ordination, or 
letters of fellowship, and report thereon. 

Adjourned to the hall of Br Pardon Allen, in Wes- 
fern, there to meet at 90’clock on Wednesday morning. 

Met according to adjournment, at the bouse of Br. 
P. Allen. 

Prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 

Voted that in future, during the session of the South- | 
ern Association, that portion of time not taken up m| 
attending to the arrangement and performance of pub- 
lic services, or subjects of a general nature, relating to 
the concerns of the societies ‘n fellowship with this As- 
sociation, shall be devoted to the discussion of ques- 
tions of a religious nature ; that the subject be propos- 





ed at previous sessions of the association, so that each 
brother may have an opportunity of examining the sub 
ject, and of preparing his mind for the investigation. 

Voted that Brs J. Bi-be, H. Ballou, 2d. and R. Car- 
riqne be a committee to select and propose suitable 
qnestions for examination and selution. 


Order of the Morning Service for Wednesday. 


Introductory prayer, Br John Bisbe. 

Sermon, Br Hosea Ballou, 2d.—Text, [ssiah Iv. 2, 
‘* Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread, and your labor for that which satisfieth not ?— 
Hlearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.” 

Concluding prayer, Br Thomas G. Farnsworth. 





Dedication Service for Wednesday Aflernoon. 
Reading select portions of scripture, Br Joshua Flagg. 
Consecrating prayer, Br Hosea Ballou. 

Sermon, Br Richard Carrique,—Text, Rom. x. 13, 
“ For whosoever shall cal] upon the name of the Lord | 
shal} be saved.” 


Concluding prayer, Br Thomas W hittemore. 


| 


Evening Service for Wednesday. 
Introductory prayer, Br. Joshua Flagg. 
Sermon, Br Jacob Fricze,—Text, Rom. xiv. 23, 
** For whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 


Concluding prayer, Br liiram B. Clark. 


rrr " . 
Thursday Morning assembled according to adjourn- 
meni, 


Prayer by Bre Thomas G. Farnsworth. 

Attended to the report of the committee appointed 
(c_ receive requests for ordination or letters of fi llow- 
ship; they reported ia favor of ordaining Brs VT. G. 
Farnsworth and Jacob Frieze, and of granting a ietter 
of fellow ship to Br Adin Ballou. 

Order of the Morning Service for Thursday. 


Introductory prays r. Rr a. Oisbe, j 

Sermon, Br Thomas Whittemore, —Text, Row. vid 
‘ON , ta e 8 ~ i. 2 

9, vow, ifanmy man bave wot the spirit of Christ, be | 

'S None of his,” 


‘ed in the consummation of bis hopes. 
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which God giveth ; that God in all things may be glo- 
rified through Christ Jesus : to whoin be praise and do- 
minion forever and ever. Amen.” 

Ordaining prayer, Br. J. Flagg. 

Charge, Br R. Carrique. 

Right hand ef fellowship, Br Thomas Whittemore. 

Concluding prayer, Br R. Carrique. 

It was moved by Br John Bisbe, that this association 
strongly recommend to the General Convention the a- 
doption of a rule, whereby the inconveniences they 
have in some instances already experienced from grant- 
ing letters of fellowship to brethren in the ministry 
may be prevented; and that a committee be appointed 


to lay the same before the General Convention at their 


next session. 

Voted that Brs J. Bisbe, J. Flagg, and H- Ballou, be 
the above committee. 

The committee appointed to prepare subjects for dis- 
cussion make report of the following ; 

1. What is Paul’s meaning in Rom. v. fromthe 11th 
to the 19th verses? 

2. As christians in general assert that man’s moral 
character is unpaturally Gxed at death, and that each 
man cies a sinner, if this be true, how can any be saved? 

Voted that Br Bisbe prepare the Minutes, and ac- 
company them with a Circular Letter, and request 
their publication in some periodical paper. 

‘The Association adjourned to meet again in Stafford, 
in Conn. on the second Wednesday in June, 1823. 


R. CarriavE, Clerk, 
1 aeniainneeed 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


CrristiAN Breraren,—Under the smile of an in- 
dulgent und protecting God, we having enjoyed the 
happiness of another half-yearly meeting, and rewlized 
much satisfaction in finding the empire of the Redeemer 
extending in the earth, producing peace and good will 
in the hearts of men, and causing the disciples of Jesus 





The number of ministering brethren was considerable, 
and much delight was experienced in the harmony of 
their consultations, and in their unanimity in adopting 
measures for the spread of the truth, and the conse- 
quent liberation of man from ignorance and error. The 
information they gave concerning the advance of light 
and freedom gladdened ovr souls, and induced us to be 
doubly engaged in the canse which the God of heaven 
is prospering in a wonderful manner. We fervently pray, 
that the reception of two new brothers in our fellow- 
ship, may not only increase our number, but strengthen 
our hands, and influence us to exert all the powers of 
our understanding and all the charities of our heart to 


win others from the doctrines of misery, to the gospel 
of life. 


Brethren, we earnestly recommend to you the read- 
ing and study of the scriptures, that yon may he ready 
in meekness and fear to give all inquirers « reason of 
the hope that is in you, and thoroughly prepared by 
this rule of faith and practice for every good word and 
work. Let each one remember that a bare avowal of 
Universalism is no better (han a profession of Paganism, 
and that the superiority of Christiamty over every sys. 
tem of human invention is to be manifested ip a purity 
of heart and uprightness of life which are unobtainable 
in any other religion. Be cautious in adopting the 
speculations of men, who appeared to reason concly- 








sively, but who do not seem to feel in their hearts nor 
to regard in their lives the doctrines they inculeate,— 
Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together, as 
‘the manner of some is, but constantly attend on the 
nnistration of the word, that your public servants may 
| come to you in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ. Adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour by 
|well ordered lives, and conversation tempered with 
kindness and wisdom, that, if you belong to a sect that 
is every were spoken against, you muy remember, that 
blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and perse- 





to be diligent, and to rejoice. We met ina section of ente you, and shall say all manner of evil aguinst you, 


the country where efforts have been made for many 


each soul of man, and we joy to say, that though the 
early patrons of the cause went forth weeping in fear- 
fulness and dismay, they have received an hundred 
fold for al} their toil and Jabor of love. 
ovr ancient brethren Winchester, Murray, and Rich- 


In this region 


ards preached the gospel, and many who sat in the sha- | 
dow of death saw a great light, and many who bewail- | 


ed the wretchedness of their condition, di-trusting the! 


mercy of God, and the faithfulness of Jesus m ransom- 
ing from death and sin, wrose trom the dust, and sang 
unto the Lord the hymn of gratitude and deliverance. 
Our aged brethren, who for thirty years have endeavor- 
ed to erect a house, ond statediy to enjoy the blessings 
of a preached gospel, now see their efforts crowned 
with suecess, anc learn that he who waileth on God in 


ithe sincerity of his soul shal] be abundantly recompens- 


Though they 
who batided Jerusalem after 
the captivity, yet, trusting in God, they have persever- 
, and now enjoy the answer of their prayers, So 


deeply were they impress: d with the guardian care and 


falsely for Christ’s sake ; and that you ought to rejoice, 


years to promote the doctrine of God's eternal love to| and to be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 


‘heaven. Let your light shine; the fruits of the spirit 
| be manifest ; the deeds of darkness. renounced. and 
‘brotherly love abound. These things do, and Zion's 
,cords shall be lengthened, the gospel enlighten the 
whole earth, and God shall be worshipped in spirit and 
in {rath from the rising to the setting sun. 

Brethren in the ministry, though our cante had few 
atvocates, and was zealously opposed? in most parts of 
the country a short time since, by the protection of 
God in defending the lives and health of its preachers, 
and in opening the understandings and w rming be 
hearts of the people, it has obtained great. accessions of 
talent and number, and induerd jis Oppoeers to cay, 
that, thangh * the scheme of umisvegeal restoreth yy wis 
adopted by Origin, ope of the distingui-beid tithe of 
the christian ehorch, wha lised inthe third dentery. it 
has been embraced by noaberse in every subebanent 
age; ghd, Many, who adopt Hat the pire nt davegive 
evibence by their lives that dhey potcess the ‘pirit of 
the corpel,”’ | “Lo amanifest bheron.ing gratitude fur the 
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and for the liberty of inquiry and private judgment, 
which we really possess, and of which Protestants have 


vainly bousted, let us be instant in season and ont of 


season in presching the word, in testifying to every 
man the gospel of the grace of God, and in persuading 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live so- 
berly, righteously and godly, in this present world.— 
Let us remember the afflictions and persecutions the 
fi st christians endured; that they were stoned, were 
siwn asunder, were tempted, were eloin with the 
sword; that they wandered about in sheep skins and 
goat skins, being destitute, afflicted and tormented.— 
Let yecall to mind the danger through which our fath- 
ere paved for the enjoyment of the religion of Jesus, 
and the freedom we now possess, and resolve, that no 
reformer of Pagan idolatry, Papal apostacy, or Protes- 
tant bigotry shall surpass us in zeal, charity, or perse- 
verance. For our consolation and encouragement let 
us consider, that if this be the cause of truth, as we 
heartily believe, nothing can prevail against it ; and 
that in defending it, we are vindicating the character of 
God, and promoting the happiness of our race. The 
history of past ages, written in letters of blood and fire, 
abundantly proves the absence of that charity which 
heareth all things, bopeth all things, endureth all things 
and never faileth. Having the experience of five thou- 
sand years for our guide, and having seen the unchari- 
tableness and intolerance of seceders does towards each 
other, and the ruinous consequences which have follow- 
ed, Jet us be careful that we fall not out by the way, 
that we have no discord among brethren, and that no 
root of bitterness springing up trouble us, and thereby 
many be defiled. We are men of like passions with 
Paul, Barnabas. and Peter, and consequently need the 
genile and friendly admonition, walk in love and unity. 
May we preach more powerfully with our lives than 
our lips, and be an example to others in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.— 
May the doctrines we teach have such influence on our 
conduct, and be communicated in such strength and 
sincerity, that al] may be satisfied that we are homest, 
even if they are not convinced that our sentiments are 
deductions from scripture and reason. And let it be 
our constant endeavor to make people the disciples of 
Jesus, rather than defenders of any belief. Finally, 
brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good conifort, be 
of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you. 


Per Order, JOHN BISBE, 
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“ Now if any man have not the spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his..°—Rom. viii. 9. 


This passage of scripture is used by the opposers of 
Universalism to disprove that doctrine. They think 
that all those will be endlessly miserable who bave not 
the spirit of Christ. They seem to think that we can 
have this spirit whenever we please, and that the mise- 
ry of our eternal state will be our punishment for not 
obtaining it. It is presumed that they all think they 
have this spirit ; for the idea which they all hold that 
they shall be saved, proves beyond doubt that they 
think thus. Indeed, they all say that they feel the 
powerful influence of it; and they will not allow a 
person to be considered one with them, unless he pro- 
fesses to have experienced its holy operation. And 
what will appear somewhat remarkable is, they think 
that this spirit works the most powerfully, when they 
oppose Universalits, and the doctrine they conscien- 
tiously believe with the most violence. They have 
been s9 confident that they are the most religious of 
mankind, and, of course, the greatest favorites of God, 
thot they never thought of comparing their ¢pirit with 
our Saviour's; they always have considered them to be 
ane; and we believe, that should we now manifest our 
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Tdoubt of it, they will think we are Ginding fault with 
‘them, and endesvoring to calumniate their characteres 
i'The reason they never doubted that they have the spir 
li of Christ, is because they never donbted that they 
were religious, As long as they think themselves to 
be so religious, they will never harbor @ doubt that they 
‘have this epirit, and will always blame those that do, 
‘and denonnce the judgments of God upon them: they 
| will not only believe that such will, but desire the) 
| may be damned, thinking that such feelings are the in- 
‘fluence ef our Saviour’s spirit. They think also that 
we expose ourselves to endless perdition by saying that 
God will save all others. This idea they call the worst 
of heresy. They op,ose it with all their spirit. Can 
these people have the spirit of Christ? To determine, 
let us scek to know what the spirit of our Saviour is. 

We will begin by proposing questions. Did our Sa- 
viour ever talk as these people do? Did he ever say 
that men exposed themselves to eternal misery, by say- 
ing that he would save al] men? Did he ever say that 
the justice of God required the eternal misery of those 
whom he sent him to save? Was he who “ came to 
save the world,” ever heard to say that the Being who 
sent him for this purpose had determined that some 
men never should be saved? Was he ever heard to say 
to sinners, ‘* stand by thyself, come not near me, for | 
am holier than thou?” Do not some of the opposers 
of Universalism say that we expose ourselves to eternal 
misery by preaching it? Do they not say that the jus- 
tice of God requires the eterna] misery of a part of 
mankind? Do not they say that God has determined 
not to save some of those for whose ransom he gave 
his only Son? And do they not all virtually say, 
** stand by thyself, come not near me, for | am holier 
than thou?” Can such ‘people have the spirit of Christ? 
Did net Jesus Christ Jove sinners? Did he not die to 
save them? He did. Can those have his spirit then, 
who think that all sinners ought not to be saved? and 
who oppose the idea of their salvation with all their 
energy? 

Our Saviour poured forth bis spirit, in the following 
language: **O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 
thee, how often would | have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not.”? Does not this testimony 
prove that our Saviour loved the Jews, and desired that 
they might be saved? Could he possibly think that 
God had reprobated some of them to eternal woe ?— 
Could he think that they would always reject him, and 
his doctrine, when he said to them, * ye shall eay, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord ?”’ 
Can those then possess his spirit, who would rejoice to 
prove by these his own words, that those Jews, whom 
he loved, and whom he died to save will be forever mis- 
trable? 

Can those possess the spirit of Christ, who willing- 
ly accuse and love to judge others, for doing the same 
things that they themselves do? and who expect to es- 
cape the judgment of God? An incident which oc- 
curred during the life of our Saviour, will give us some 
just ideas upon this subject. The scribes and pharisees, 
who always seek for the faults of others more than they 
do for their own, found a woman who had committed 
adultery, and carried her to our Saviour. Their own 
sins were out of their sight. They assumed the char- 
acter of accusers. But our Saviour, regardless of their 
importuvity until they bad questioned bim more than 
once, ‘said unto them, he thal is wi/houl sin among 
you, let him cast the first stone.” This pertinent re- 
merk brought them to their senses. Their consciences 
convicted them, and they went away one by one until 
Jesus was left alone. How many are there who fulmi- 
j nate the thunders of eternal wrath upon those who are 
no more wicked than themselves? How many are 
there pretending indeed to have more respect fur our 
Saviour than the ancient Pharisees possessed, who have 
anticipated from him a sentence which doows many to 








eternal woe, while it raises them, who are no better 
than others to the blissful abode of ihe blessed! They 


may perhaps be us disappointed as were the pharisees 
in the case that we have mentioned. If none of our 
fellow men shout ballelujahs to the groans of the wiser. 
able, save those that are not guilty of sin, many who 
expect to sing thus with rapturous joy, may be sedly 
disappointed, Have there not been men in the World, 
that professed to be ministers of Jesus Christ, who, after 
telling the wicked of their future doom,bhave been seized 
with a paroxism of rapture to think that their future 
joys were to be created by the groans of the damned in 
hell? Can such have the spirit of Jesus Christ? Can 
theirs be the spirit of hiu who said, there shall be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, than over 
ninety and nine just persovs that need no repentance? 
Can such have the spirit of him who loved and died for 
man? who wept at the wiseries of human nature? who 
healed the sick, and cleansed the Irprous, and gave 
eyes to the blind, and ears to the deaf, and feet to the 
lame? whose bosom swelled with philanthropy ? and 
all of whose actions were a manilestation of love, ben. 
evolence and mercy? 

Do those possess the spirit of Christ, who think that 
the wicked ought and feel willing that they should be 
burned in the fire of hell forever? There are such; and 
what is wonderful, they think God feels as they do; 
and they say they ought to fee] so, because he 
does. 
to him with the unnatural request that they might com- 
mand fire from heaven to burn and destroy the Samari- 
tans, that they knew not what manner of spirit they 
were of. They had not the spirit of Christ, and all 
who feel as they did have it not. We are so apt to im- 
agine that our spirit is like the spirit of Christ, that we 
seldom compare them. ‘Those two disciples we have 
mentioned undoubtedly supposed that our Saviour felt 
as they did, and would grant their request. They pro- 
bably did not see the impropriety of Jesus destroying 
the very souls he came to save, and perhaps never 
thought of the thing until he said unto them, * the Son 
of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them.”> Why will not our opposers consider this? *‘Je- 
sus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for- 
ever,”” will be no more willing to destroy our souls in 
the next world, than he was inthis. And we ask our 
opposers whether they can have the spirit of Christ, 
when they are opposing the idea that God will not de- 
stroy his own offspring. 

Let them inquire what manner of spirit they are of, 
and seek to know if their opposition to impartial grace 
is not against God, and his religion. We hesitate not 
to say that it is perfectly right for sinners to be saved, 
and that it is God’s will that all should be. That spir- 
it which opposes this will of God cannot be the spirit 
of the dear Redeemer. Did the pharisees bave the 
spirit of Christ, when they murmured because he re- 
ceived sinners and ate with them? No—if they had 
had it, they would have been willing for him to do thus, 
and indeed it would to them have been a source of joy. 
Bui their carnal mind, which was enmity against God, 
was opposed to his impartial goodness, manifested ia 
Jesus Christ. He vindicated the justice of bis conduct 
by appealing to what they would do when their tem- 
poral interest was concerned. If they lost a sheep or 
a piece of silver, they would seek and find it, and this 
would be doing right. Then why should they murmur 
against him who was seeking to recover those souls 
which were much more valuable than sheep or silver? 
He personated them, and uncovered their deadly dis- 
position in the character of the elder brother of the Pro- 
digal son, and those who murmured at the master of 


the house because every man received a penny. The — 


elder brother was angry because his father received the 
prodigal and ate with him, and the laborers murmured 
because others received as much as they did. ‘Ibis 
was and is the complaint of the Pharisees. It would 


ibe unjust, say they, for God to serve all men alive. — 





Our Saviour told two of his disciples, who came , 
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Sipuers onght to be forever unhappy; and they wil | come out of Zion the deliverer, and shall turn uway un- Envy is never productive “of the peaceable fruits of 
pave no Rust canse of complaint when God shall drive | zodliness from Jacob.” This gives us an idea of this | righteousness,” becuure it alienates the mind from the. 


them down to the abode of the devils. Is the spiri: 
wire mfivence is inotifested in such language the spir 
i of Jesus Christ ? Far from this ;—it is the spirit which 
op pos d him, and bis doctrine; it is the spirit whicl. 
re pre iched Paal, because he trusted in the living God, 
wio i the saviour of all men, especially of those that 
beliewe ; itis the spirit that now opposes the doctrine 
of God's impartial goodness; itis the spirit which cru 
cified the Son of God. 

Does the spirit of Christ lead us to say, that if we be- 
lieved that he would save all men, we would do every 
possible evil? Let us remember that * The Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” It can- 
not be bis spirit then, which would lead us to do wick- 
edly, when we think he will save the world. It must be 
ihe spirit of the evil one. This always opposes what is 
good, aud leads us to think that where grace abounded 
sin will much more abound. The spirit of Christ will of 
jtself induce us to do that which is right, and therefore, 
needs no such auxiliary as the fear of an endless hell. 
Who will pretend to say that this fear was in our Sa- 
viour the moving principle to virtuous action? His 
spirit of love alone was that which induced him to go 
about doing good. He that is governed by this is gov- 
erned by a heavenly principle, widely different from the 
fear which has been mentioned. 

The spirit which invents, or adopts any method to 
oppose the doctrine of God's impartial goodness is not 
the spirit of Christ. Any one who will read the life of 
our Saviour as recorded in the holy scriptures, must be 
convinced tbat he believed that God was impartially 
good. Hence, we justly infer, that his spirit never in- 
duces us to oppose any doctrine which holds him forth 
to us as such. 

Those who have not the spirit of Christ are none of his. 
Are they hie in no sense? They are his enemies; and 
he loves them. AJl mankind are Christ’s in one, and 
the most important sense. See Psalms ii. 7,8, * 1 
will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, 
thou art my Son; this day have | begottenthee. Ask 
of me, and | shall give thee the heathen for thine in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.”” The heathen are his inherwlance, the ut- 
termost parts of the earth are his possession. Our Sa- 
viour says, ** all things are delivered unio me of my 
Father,” Mat. xi. 27. Luke x. 22. He says also, 
*“ The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand,” John iii. 35. In Jobn xiii. 3, we read, 
** Jesus knowing that the Father had giren ail things 
anto his hands.”” Our Saviour says, ** All that the 
Father giveth me shall come to me, and him that com- 
eth to me | will in no wise cast out.» John vi. 37. 
He also says, ** and J, if | be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me,” John xii. 32. In praying 
to his Father, he says, ‘thou bast given him power 
over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him,” John xvii. 2. In Mat. i. 21, 
we read, ** thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shal] 
save his people from their sins.” 

‘The reader will perceive that we all belong to Jesus 
Christ in a very important sense. We are * his in- 
heritance,” ** his possession,” * his people,” whom he 
loved, and for whom he died. Paul testifies that he 
** gave himself a ransom forall to be testified in due 
time,” and that **God hath appointed him heir of all | 
things.” 

It appears to be the sense of the passage at the head 
of these remarks, that those who have not the spirit of 
Christ, are not his disciples. They are not character- 
istically bis. Paul appears to express this idea, when 
he says, **to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obcy his servants ye are,”? Rom. vi. 16. Jesus called 
the Jews the children of the devil, and they were 80 ir 
character, but yet this very people are very often cail- 
ed in scripture, the chosen people of God. Paul says, 


subject which appears rational when compared with the 
passages of scripture which we have quoted; but to 
suppose that St. Pan] meant to say that those who had 
not the spirit of Christ were his in no sense, would be 
to make him say some thing at one time, and contradict 
it at another. 

The spirit of Christ is the spirit of forgiveness, of love 
to enemies, of impartial goodness, and of compassion. 
Those in whom these qualities are found posséss the 
spirit of Christ. If we are not willing to forgive the 
faults of others, if we do not love our enemies, if we are 
not impartially good and compassionate, though we 
speak with the tongues of angels, and are eloquent in 
the profession of the name of Christ and his religion, 
we have not his spirit. It behoves us then to examine 
ourselves, and see if a right spirit be withinus, Are we 
willing to do to others as we would that they should do 
unto us? Are we temperate, prudent, and faithful to 
our duty? If we are not, we have not the spirit of 
Christ. Let the goodness of our heaveuly Father be in 
us an incentive to every virtuous action. Let us * not 
receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but the spir- 
it of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. This 
spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God. And if children, then heirs ; beirs 
with God, and joint heirs with Christ.” Ricwarps, 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


ON ENVY. 


Envy is the worst demon that can haunt the human 
beart. It bas given rise to many evils, that occup} no 
inferior rank in the catalogue of man’s misery. The 
annals of history afford us instances, wherein this ene- 
my to human happiness,has sown grievous calamities in 
society. It has destroyed brotherly love! it has im. 
brued the sword in human gore, and covered the earth 
with slaughtered millions! Kings have been dethroned, 
and nations subverted, by this ungodly spirit! Luvy 
is a spirit, that influences men to hate the prosperity of 
their fellow mortals, to seek emoluments by their de- 
struction, and to place laurels of renown on their own 
heads, by wresting them unjustly from others ! 

The scriptures give us specimens of this spirit. The 
37th chapter of Genesis contains an account of men 
moved by envy. Joseph was envied by his brethren 
because he was the favorite of Israel. Now mark their 
iniquity ; when his brethren were in Dothan feeding 
their flocks; he left ** the vale of Hebron,” and went 
to **see whether it was well with his brethren; and 
when they saw him coming, they conspired against him 
to slay him ;”’ but through the persuasion of Judah they 
were contented with selling Joseph to the Ishmaelites ; 
and to conceal their wickedness from their father, they 
went to him with an infamous deceit. Here we learn 
that envy not only leads to the commission of crimes, 
but aJso employ a furtherance of evil, by endeavoring 
to conceal them. When envy rancles in the heart of 
man, there is the seat of maliciousness, although means 
may be employed to conceal this deadly principle from 
the scrutiny of the upright, they may justly be com- 
pared with ‘* the coat of many colors,’ presented in its 
disfigured state befare Jacob; and the deserved appel- 
lation is cruel deceit! 

The envious man ie not only induced to use all means 
in his power, to ruin others, but is also his own tormen- 
tor. Yea, his own breast is first found to be a sink of 
misery, and all the evils he brings on othere are but 
particles, when compared with the source from whence 
Although the vail of hypocricy wiil 





they eminate! 


shroud the bosom of enru, by a cheerful countenance, 
and pretended friendship toward the envied ; yet, there 
is the temple, where hatred and misery worship the 











that ‘all Israel sball be saved ;" for ‘* there shall 


god of cruclty ! 


life of God. This epirit is on entire stranger to vitul 
religion, but is frequently found the companion of 
bousted righteousness. 11s depredations in society are 
often effected under a gaibof sanctity, But here it is 
pertinent to rewark, that external piety, will never 
yield mental justification. The frnits of envy are trou- 
ble, sorrow, hatred, discord, and malice; while friend- 
ship conduces to harmony, brotherly kindness and bap- 
piness. When Pan) and Silas were in Thesralonica 
vindicating the cause of Christ, “ the Jews which be- 
lieved not, moved with envy, took uuto them certain 
lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, 
and set all the ci/y on af uproar.” The Jews did this 
in attempting to destroy Paul and Silas, but not suc- 
ceeding in their attempt, they reported that these dis- 
ciples had turned the world upside down,” when it 
was themselves who had eet ** the city on an uproar.”’ 
By thie we leara that those whio are ** moved with en- 
vy,”” hesitate net to criminate others with their own 
guilt; and we fear that the Jews, in this instence, are 
too frequently imitated. 

Brethren, you who profess impartial sentiments, be- 
ware that ye foster not the spirit of envy! Envy the 
prosperity of no man, but be contented with the cir- 
cumstances wherein God in his good pleasure, has 
placed you. ** Wherefore Jaying aside all malice, and 
all guile, and hypocrisics, and envies ; take the pro- 
phets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, fer 
an example of suffering affliction, and of patience ;“ 
and above all ** let brotherly love continue.” Bb, W- 
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Rey. Tuomas Gray's Sermon, delivered at the 
Meeting House, on Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, on Lord's 
Day, Sept. 23, 1821. 

There is, in that part of this Sermon which is devot- 
ed to an account of Universalis/s, a mistake, which it 
may be well to recti/y, as it appears, by its having pass- 
ed through two editions, that the sermon has bad con- 
siderable circulation. 

In speaking of thoee Universalists who hold to that 
particular system advocated by Mr. Relly, Mr. Murray, 
Dr. Huntington, &c. the author says, ** The Univer- 
salists of this description, are nol obserrers of ordinan- 
ces, such as water baptism, and the Lord's Supper, 
professing to believe in only one baptism, which they 
call an immersion of the mind, or conscience into the 
truth, by the teaching of the spirit of God.” That 
such Universalists ** are not observers of ordinances, 
such as water baptism, and the Lord’s Supper,” is not, 
we believe, entirely true: Mr. Marray, with bis church 
in Boston, attended regularly to the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, as does Mr. Mitchell, with bis church 
in New-York. Of Mr. Relly’s practice, we cannot 
speak with certainty. 

There is another paragraph, in the same section of 
this sermon, which we think may give an incorrect idea 
to many of its readers. The author says, * The doc- 
trine, as held by the present Universalssts, lam unable, 
perbaps, satisfactorily to state; it being of so late an 
origin, that it is not laid down in any of the books, — 
From personal inquiries, however, recently made of 
some of the most intelligent nmisters, | find they are 
anti-calvinistic, and mostly Unilarians. * Our belief,’’ 
said my informant, ** is so various, that | can give you 
no definite account, in which all of us agree.” He ex- 
pressed to me, however, that they believe. that every 
moral dereliction is attended with inconvenience and 
suffering here, but that there will be no punishment in 
the fuiuge world, for sins commited in the prescnt— 
that after death, all men are hoppy. Some, however, 
who are distinguished and known as Unirersalists, may, 
more properly speaking, be den minated Binal Resti- 
tulionalisis.’? The faet as, thot the denomination of 
Universalists, or the ** General Convention of Univer- 
salists” im this country, with its several Branches or 
Associations, consists indiscriminately of those who de: 
helieve in a state of punishment after death, and of 





those who do not., 
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* A third argument agaiust pride, is the natura: con: 
Emblem of Human Life. nection it bas with vices of an unsocial aspect: the: 
iscripture seldom introduces it alone; anger, or strfe, or, 
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i have scen the green-budding Spring, 
‘The scenes of my hope it illum'd ; 

i've seen the gay Summer's bright beam, 
On its stay I foudly presum’d. 


revenge, or some inimical passion, is ever Bpon the 
stage with it; the proofs and reasons of which I have 
| not time to enlarge on, & therefore shall say no more up- 
lon this argument than this—That was there no other, 


1 have seen Yellow Autumn’s rich stores, |yet the bad company this vice is generally found in, | 
| hop'd its delights would abide ; \ would be sufficient by itself, to engage a man to avoid | 
And winter's chill blast I have beard | it. 
The spoils of the groves spreading wide. | Thus much for the moral consideration upon this sub- 


; ject ; f which, as they illustrate chiefl 
Since then Spring, the parent of Joys, ject y grees es os eeokay y J 
’ : , . | the inconveniences of pride in a social light, may seem 
Is follow'’d by winter's bleak wind, | oe fi see . as dali a 
av ak uarc ap- 
Ab! why should I foster the hope, to have a ates er tendency to « Ae § og sie P 
— | ar; ¢ ss F 
Perpetual pleasures to find. pearances of it, than conquer the the passion itse 
‘To do this effectually, we must add the arguments of 
But despair not, for winters harsh storms | religion, without which the best moral discourse may 
Are the nurse of the bopes of the Spring: | prove little better than a cold political lecture, taught 
sath: the emilee of the Summer's bright Gay® merely to govern the passion, so as not to be injurious 
And Astume's rich treasures they bring. to a man’s present interest or quiet; all which, a man 


So the stern Winter's day of our life, may learn to practise well enough, and yet, at the same 
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But why se coid ap assent, to so uncontested a truth? 
Perhaps thou hast reasons to be proud; for heaven's sake 
le( us hear them. Thou bast the advantages’ of birth 
and tithe to boast of, or thou standest in the sunshine of 
court favour—or thou hasta large forlune— or great 


'talents—or much learning ; or nature has bestowed her 


graces upon thy person: Speak—on which of these 
foundations hast thou raised this fanciful structure 2. 
Let us examine thein. 

Thou art well born ; then trust me, it wil] polute ne 
one drop of thy blood to be humble: Humility calls 
no one down from his rank, divests not princes of their 
titles ; it is in life, what the clear obscure is in paint. 
ing, it makes the hero step forth in the canvas, and de- 
taches his figure from the group, in which he would 
otherwise stand confounded forever. 

If thou art rich then show the greatness of thy for. 
{tune, or, what is better, (he greatness of thy soul inthe 
meekness of thy conversation ; condescend to men of 
low estate, support the distressed, and patronize the 
neglected. Be great, but let it be in considering rich- 
es as they are—as talents committed to an earthen ves. 
sel—that thou art but the receiver ; and that to be o- 
bliged, and to be vain too, is but the old solecism of 
pride and beggary, which though they often meet, yet 
ever make but an ab-urd society. 

If thou art powerful in interest, and standest deified 





And the tempests that over us rove, ime, be a perfect stranger to the best part of humili- 


Shall yield to the durable smiles ty, which implies, not a concealment of pride, but an 





Of Spring ever blooming above. absolute conquest over the first risings of it which are 
! felt in the heart of man. 

| And first, one of the most persuasive arguments which 
| religion offers to this end, is that which arises from the 
The Old Man’s Comforts, | state and condition of ourselves, both as to our natural 
/and moral imperfections. It is impossible to reflect a 
and how to procure them. moment upon this hint, but with a heart full of the hum- 
| ble exclamation, O God! what is man! even a thing 
‘of naught—a poor, infirm, miserable short-lived crea- 
| ture, that passes away like a shadow, and is hastening off 


You are old, father William, a young man once said, 
Your few locks that are left are quite grey ; 

You are hale, futher Williaw, a hearty old man,— 
Now tell ine the reason, I pray ? ‘the stage, where the theatrical titles and distinctions, 

land the whole mass of pride which he has worn for a 

iday, will fall off, and leave bim naked, as a neglected 

‘slave. Send forth your imagination, I beseech you, to 

View the last scene of the greatest and proudest who 


In the days of my youth, father William replied, 
f remember'’d that youth would fly fast, 
And abus’d not my health and my vigor at first, 


That I never might want them at last. ‘ 
}ever awed and governed the world. See the empty 


You are old father William, the young man then said, Vapour disappearing ; one of the arrows of mortality 
Aad pleasures with youth pass away ; this moment sticks fast within him: See! it forces out | 
And yet you regret not the days that are gone— | his life, and freezes his blood and spirits. Approach 


‘his bed of state—lift up the curlain—regard a moment 
with silence—are these cold hands and pale lips, all 


Now tell me the reason, I pray ? 


In the days of my youth, father William replied, 
I remember'd that youth could not last; 

I thonght of the futore whatever I did, 
That | never might grieve for the past. 


that is left of him, who was canonized by his own pride 





‘or made a god of by his flatterers ? 

O my soul! with what dreams has thou been be- 
| witched ! How hast thou been deluded by the objects 
You are old, father William, the young man now said, | thou hast so eagerly grasped at ! 

And life must be hastening away ; If this reflection from the natural imperfection of man, | 
You are cheerful, and love to converse upon death, which he cannot remedy, does nevertheless strike a 
Now, tell me the reason, I pray ? damp upon human pride ; much more must the consid- 


| am cheerful, indeed, father William replied ; erations do so, which arise from the wilful depravations 


Let the cause thy attention engage ; of his nature, 


In the days of my youth, | remember'd my God, Survey yourselves, my dear christians, a few mo- 
And he hath not forgot me in age, ments in this light—behold a disobedient, ungrateful, 


intractable and disorderly cet of creatures, going wrong 





Pat = €even times ina day ; acting s imes every of} 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inguirer. times IN a Gay 5 acting sometimes every hour of it | 





against your own conviclions, your own interests, and 

The following extract from a sermon written by the | the intentions of God, who wills and proposes nothing 
Rev. Lawrence Sterne, from Luke xiv. 10,11, on | Dut your hoppiness and prosperity. What reason does | 
PAIDE, is considered worthy the atlention of the read- this furnish you for pride? Tow maay does it sigs 





ers of the loquirer, as contsining excellent mestruetion. | gest, to mortify and make you ashamed ? + Well might 

We should have been happy, did our limits permit, tol the son of Syrach say, im that sareastic remark of his 
av viv ! 2 as . aly ; Hy . 

Lave given the whole sermon, ashe endeavours toshou jupon it, (hat PRIDE was not for man ; for some pur- 


“se “ ° : - f Vieg! es — ea = 99 aryl : . 7 e ne . 
that pride is the vice of litte contracted souls,’ and | poses, and for some particular beings, the passion might 


by a servile tribe of dependents, why shouldest thou be 
proud, because they are hungry? Scourge me such 
sychophants ; they have turned the heads of thousands 
as well as thine. 

But it is thy own dexterity and strength which have 
gained thee this eminence : allow it ; but art thou proud, 
that thou standest in a place where thou art the mark 
of one mans envy, another man’s mice, or a third 
man’s revenge ; where good men may be ready to sus- 
pect thee, and whence bad men will be ready to pull 
thee down? 14 would be proud of nothing that is un- 
certain. Haman was so, because he was admitted alone 
to Queen Esther’s banquet ; and the distinction raised 
him—but it was fifty cubits higher than he ever dream- 
ed or thought of. 

Let us pass on to the pretences of learning, &c. If 
thou hast a little, (hou wilt be proud of it in course ; if 
thou hast much, and good sense along with it, there 
will be no reason to dispute against the passion : a beg- 
garly parade of remnants is but a sorry object of pride 
at the best ; but more so, when we can cry out upon it, 
as the poor man did of his hatchet: Alas ! Master-- 
for it was borrowed, 

It is treason to say the same of beauty, whatever we 
do of the arts and ornaments with which pride is wont 
to set it off; the weakest minds are most caught with 
both ; being ever glad to win attention and credit from 
smal] and slender accidents through disability of pur- 
chasing them by better means. In truth beanty has 
so many charms, one knows not how to speak against 
it: and when it happens, that a graceful figure is the 
habitation of a virtuous soul, when the beauty of the 
face speaks out the modesty and humility of the mind, 
and the justness of the proportion raises our thoughts op 
to the art ond wisdom of the great Creator, something 
inay be allowed it, and something to the embellishments 
which set it off ; and yet, when the whole apology is 
read, it will be found at last, that beauty, like truth, 


| never is so glorions as when it goes the plainest. 


Simplicity is the great friend of nature ; and if I 
would be prond of any thing in this silly world, it would 
be of this honest alliance. 


————S—— Ss 
To Readers and Corre spondents. 


** Paino—Locos” is informed that the Poetry he for- 
warded us from the Lonton Universalist) Miscellany, 





‘that whatever affectation of greatness it generally wears | jaye been shaped—but not for him, faney it where you 


, " ee ‘i solt erpe ie ave mereee in ! - a We ‘ re = 
and curries in the looks, there is always meanness in‘ ywij], it isno where soimproper, itis in no creature so} 


the beart of it, that “Sa Leuty and abject teuper, are \unbecoming. } 


was inserted in the 49ih No of the 2d. solume of Mag- 
azine. He is also informed that whatever he may 
please to cend us, will be thankfully received, 








